SAINT THERESA
THE LITTLE FLOWER
CATHOLIC CHURCH
United through the Eucharist, we are the involved and
charitable Catholic Community of St. Theresa, guided by the
Holy Spirit and nourished by the testament of Jesus Christ. We
reach out to assist the faithful and those who feel lost and

Directory of
Parish
Ministries

My Dear Parishioner,
Welcome to our growing family here at St. Theresa
parish!
What has made our parish so successful in these past
ten years is the participation of our parishioners in our
many programs and ministries. To keep our parish
strong and active in serving God and each other, we
need your participation.
In this booklet you will find a listing of our many
ministries and activities which form an essential part of
our parish life. I encourage you to look through this
booklet and find something that appeals to you and
then consider joining that ministry. We often say in the
Church that it is in giving that we receive. When you
give of yourself in serving others, you enable God to
give back to you a hundred fold.
I thank you for helping us make St. Theresa parish a
genuine loving Christian community.
And I ask your support in order to
continue the work that God has
called all
of us to do
for all of
His people.
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Saint Theresa the Little Flower
Catholic Church
11001 Dorchester Road
Summerville, SC 29485
(843) 875-5002
www.StTheresaChurch.com
St. Theresa the Little Flower Catholic Church

Parish Mission Statement
United through the Eucharist, we are the
involved and charitable Catholic Community
of St. Theresa, guided by the Holy Spirit and
nourished by the testament of Jesus Christ.
We reach out to assist the faithful and those
who feel lost and untouched (in the world).
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Mass Schedule
Weekend:

Saturday- 5:30pm
Sunday- 8:15 & 10:45am

Daily Masses: Monday- Saturday 9:00am
Holy Days of Obligation- check bulletin


Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:30pm or by appointment


Office Hours
Monday - Thursday: 8:30am - 4:00pm
Friday 8:30—Noon


For Emergencies
Call the office at 843-875-5002
After hours call (843) 323-8253 for a priest
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Msgr. Edward D. Lofton ~ Pastor Fr. Artur
Przywara ~ Parochial Vicar

Mr. Eugene Phillips ~ Deacon
Mr. Mike Regan ~ Deacon
Mr. Thomas Wolter ~ Deacon
Mr. Thomas Bailey ~ Music Director

Support Staff
Helena Moniz—Administrative Assistant to the Pastor
Karene Feltner—Business Manager
Leslie McGowan—Director of Religious Education
David Griffard—Grounds & Maintenance
Patricia McConnell— Parish Nurse
Rev. Artur Przywara—Safe Environment Coordinator
Alicia Tosca —Youth Ministry Coordinator
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History of St. Theresa Parish
In 1898, the Catholic Diocese of Charleston built
a small church in Summerville, dedicated to St.
John the Beloved. In 1969, St. John’s parish
constructed a new and larger sanctuary to
accommodate the ever growing number of
Catholic families. As the number of Catholics
continued to grow in Summerville, The Most
Reverend
Ernest
Unterkoefler,
Bishop
of
Charleston, signed a decree on January 3, 1984
establishing a new parish in Summerville, St.
Theresa the Little Flower.
In February 1984, Rev. Thomas McManus, a
newly retired Air Force chaplain, was appointed
as the administrator of the new parish. After
meeting with a group of enthusiastic new
parishioners, Fr. McManus made arrangements
to begin saying Mass in the gymnasium of
Pinewood Preparatory School. From there the
congregation moved to Flowertown/Newington
Elementary School.
The new Catholic community finalized their plan
for a small new sanctuary to be built on a 23
acre site located on Dorchester Road in
Summerville. On November 21, 1984, Bishop
Unterkoefler blessed and dedicated the new
sanctuary.
St. Theresa had 240 registered
families at the time of the dedication.
In May 1986, the parish bid farewell to Father
McManus and welcomed Rev. Edward Morley, a
Trappist priest from the Holy Spirit Monastery in
Conyers, Georgia. After two years at St. Theresa
Church, Fr. Morley returned to the monastery in
Conyers.
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On June 1, 1988, Rev. David Schiller was appointed
the first pastor at St. Theresa the Little Flower
Catholic Church. Following in the tradition of his
predecessors, Fr. Schiller continued fostering
community through the development of many
spiritual and social parish programs. CCD classes
were held in trailers; the Women’s Guild provided
assistance for various parish functions; the Knights
of Columbus Council #11910 was formed in 1997; a
covered pavilion was built to accommodate outdoor
parish activities; monthly luncheon activities for the
enjoyment of seniors and retirees were formed; and,
Red Cross blood drives were sponsored. Parish
dinners and family activities led to developing strong
friendships among parishioners.
The parish
dedicated a memorial monument to Unborn Babies
on December 27, 1996. The memorial was designed
by Fr. Schiller and was among the first in the state.
On August 1, 1997, Fr. Schiller retired, and Rev.
Msgr. Edward Lofton arrived as our second pastor.
In 1998, the Parish Council approached Msgr.
Lofton regarding the need and desire for a
permanent sanctuary. Msgr. Lofton had already
added an extra Sunday Mass to help ease the
seating situation in what was the 300 seat
sanctuary. With the approval from the diocese, in
September of 1998, a formal Capital Campaign
was initiated and was met with enthusiastic
response.
April 2000, brought forth permission from the
Diocese of Charleston to move forward with the
building project. The Most Rev. Robert J. Baker
and Msgr. Edward Lofton broke ground for a new
1200 seat sanctuary. On July 22, 2001, The Most

7

Rev. Robert J. Baker blessed and dedicated the
new church. Today, the new sanctuary is filled
with treasures of the past and present. An
impressive sacristy cabinet crafted in 1873, from
Wisconsin, came to the parish via the internet and
was lovingly restored by parishioners.
Hand carved Stations of the Cross and a Honduran
mahogany likeness of St. Theresa each crafted by
talented parishioners now grace the church.
Surrounded by countless other expressions of faith,
there is one spectacular reminder of God’s love. An
exquisite mosaic portraying Christ entering the new
millennium receives all who enter the sanctuary
doors. This precious gift to our parish was in
memory of Fr. Schiller and was donated by the
Toner family.
Much development continued in the Summerville
area and the parish continued to grow. By 2002
St. Theresa parish had 850 registered families.
The 5 year plan developed in 2003 called for
another expansion of parish. In May 2006, Msgr.
Lofton introduced a new capital campaign,
Remembering Our Past …. Growing Our Future to
meet the growing needs of the parish and to pay
off the existing sanctuary mortgage.
In February, 2010, contracts were signed and
construction
for
the
new
Chapel
and
administrative building began. The new building
provided much needed office and storage space
which allowed space in McManus Hall to be used
as classrooms for the Youth Faith Formation
classes. The new building also included a Daily
Chapel where Perpetual Adoration was begun.
The Dan Powell Chapel & Administrative Building
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was blessed and dedicated by the Most Rev.
Robert E. Guglielmone.
In March, 2012, a new rectory was purchased.
The parish wanted to return the Youth Faith
Formation program to the parish campus. The
program had been held at Summerville Catholic
School since the CCD trailers were removed to
make way for the current sanctuary. With the
purchase of a new rectory, the original rectory
was renovated to provide 5 classrooms. The
classrooms also allowed for an expansion of Adult
Faith Formation programs. The original rectory is
now known as the Meeting Center.
Today the parish has over 1090 registered families
and more than 3000 members. The spiritual and
social programs have continued to grow over the
years. There are 46 ministries and organizations
thriving within the parish.
The uniqueness of St. Theresa the Little Flower
parish comes from bonds of friendship, family and
faith. From the initial decree in 1984, creating the
new parish, St. Theresa’s has become a community
proud of its church and accomplishments, but
prouder still of her parishioners with their faith,
dedication, spirit, love and stewardship.
With the continued growth in Dorchester County,
St. Theresa parish looks forward to additional
growth and a bright future.
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Sacramental Information
Baptism
Please call the office to plan your baptism.
Preparation classes are required. Class schedule can
be found on our website, in the bulletin and the
monthly calendar. They are held monthly on Tuesday
evening at 7:00 pm and Saturday afternoon at
4:30 pm.

Sacrament of Matrimony
The church should be reserved as early as possible
and before finalizing any other plans. Six months
prior to the wedding date, the couple will meet with
the Pastor to begin the process of preparation.
Contact Helena in the office to arrange for this
sacrament.

Ministry of the Sick (Anointing)
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick gives
strength and support and can be administered to
anyone struggling with an illness or prior to surgery.
Contact the Office to arrange for this sacrament.
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Office of Child and Youth Protection
We appreciate all our volunteers. If you are willing to
become a volunteer with contact with children, or
vulnerable adults please contact Fr. Artur Przywara,
Safe Environment Coordinator, in order to receive the
necessary instructions and the application packet.
843-875-5002.

Faith Formation
Faith Formation: K5-8th Our goal is supporting you,
the parents, as the primary faith educators of your
children, As Pope John Paul II noted we experience “the
fundamental elements of peace, justice and love”
through family life. Through age appropriate
catechesis, seasonal community activities, bible
studies, special events and weekly Mass, we provide a
variety of parish life opportunities for your family to
grow closer to Christ. Contact Leslie McGowan at
leslie@sttheresachurch.com.

First Holy Communion: The first reception of the
sacrament of the Holy Eucharist takes place during
the second grade for all children who have had
previous Faith Formation. The children attend class
for a year and receive First Communion in May. Proof
of baptism is necessary for registration. Contact Leslie
McGowan at leslie@sttheresachurch.com.
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Faith Formation
(continued)
Confirmation: Sacrament with which confirmandi are
sealed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Throughout the
class they will build community within their class and
learn how to grow in their relationship with Christ.
They will participate in giving back to the parish
community through service as well as participating in
parish events. The hope is that by the time they
receive Confirmation they will have developed a deeper
understanding and love for their faith and will continue
to be active in the life of our parish. Taught by
Monsignor Lofton Sunday evenings. This is a year long
class for 9th graders who have attended Faith
Formation for two years prior. Contact Leslie McGowan
843-875-5002 or Leslie@StTheresaChurch.com.

RCIA: (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) To welcome
and address any adult inquiring about the Catholic
tradition. To provide preparation and support for those
seeking any of the initiation sacraments—Baptism,
Holy Communion, and Confirmation. Contact Tony
Tosca - RCIA@StTheresaChurch.com

RCIC: (Rite of Christian Initiation for Children) For
children over the age of 7 who have not been baptized
or older than 8 who have not receive their First Holy
Communion. Contact Helena at 843-875-5002 or
Office@StTheresaChurch.com

Adult Faith Formation: A continuing education in the
faith with peer led study programs and Sunday
morning discussion groups. Varying topics and
classes available throughout the year. Check the
bulletin and website for different offerings.
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Faith Formation
(continued)

Youth Ministry
Middle School: Middle School is
a time for tremendous social,
emotional and physical
transformations. Therefore,
we strive to deepen our
relationship with Christ and
learn more about our faith through engaging catechesis
and activities. In community with our peers and
adults, we draw closer to Christ in love and faith. We
gather as a middle school community on the second
Sunday of the month at 9:15 am for faith discussions
and fellowship. Contact Alicia Tosca at
YouthMinistry@StTheresaChurch.com

High School Youth Ministry: United in the Eucharist
and guided by the Holy Spirit, we are the faith-filled
and fun-loving High School Catholic Youth Community
(CYC) of St. Theresa. Together we seek the Lord in
prayer, Mass, the Sacraments, Scripture, and service.
We follow the teachings and example of Christ to
become disciples and to share the joy of the Gospel in
our families and in our schools. Our community
gathers on Sundays at 5:00 pm. Contact Alicia Tosca at
YouthMinistry@StTheresaChurch.com

Youth Music Ministry:

All 6th—12th graders are
invited to participate in our new Youth Music Ministry.
If you sing of play an instrument and are interested in
praising our God through music, please join us! We
will have opportunities to lead praise and worship
during adoration and before our Catholic Youth
community events. We will also have opportunities to
cantor and lead music at Mass. Contact Alicia Tosca at
YouthMinistry@StTheresaChurch.com
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Liturgical Ministries
Altar Servers: Boys and girls from grade 3 and above
who have received the sacrament of Communion assist
the priest at the liturgy.

Choir: Join together in song, under the talented direction
of our choir director. Rehearsals are on Tuesday
evenings at 7pm in the Choir Loft. Sing at 10:45am
Sunday Mass, as your schedule allows. Contact Tom
Bailey 843-819-3752 or twbjr60@aol.com

Children’s Liturgy: Children's Liturgy introduces children to
both the structure of liturgical worship and the
experience of worship to grow in the understanding
and love of God. The Scripture readings are presented
to the children at an age appropriate level, along with
an interactive homily. Contact Leslie McGowan at
Leslie@StTheresaChurch.com

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion who serve the
Body and Blood of Christ at Mass and to the sick and
homebound. If you are interested in serving, please
contact Karene at Karene@StTheresaChurch.com

Lectors: Readers who proclaim the Scriptures at Mass
and other services. If you are interested in serving,
please contact Karene, Karene@StTheresaChurch.com

Ushers: Volunteers who assist people to their seat if
necessary. They also take up the offerings. If you are
interested in serving, please contact Karene in the
office or Karene@StTheresaChurch.com.
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St. Theresa Youth Ministry
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Ministries
Adoration: Perpetual Adoration is a 24
hour/7 Day Adoration of the Divine Person
of Our Lord Jesus Christ truly present in
the Most Blessed Sacrament. Consider
offering one hour of your time each week to
come sit with Our Lord and keep Him
company. Contact Emmie Turner 843-8510098 or turneremmie@yahoo.com.

Altar Linens & Candles: To enhance the beauty of
Mass by ensuring altar linens are clean & pressed.
Provide cleaning of votives and keep candles in good
order for prayer. Contact Jane Gaffney 843-509-9398.

Ancient Order of Hibernians: (Maewyn Succot

Division) An Irish Catholic men’s group that
celebrates and supports the unification of
Ireland. Maewyn Succat meets every 4th
Thursday of the month. We welcome all
Irish men in good Catholic standing to join
us in celebrating our Irish heritage. Our main mission
is to support & fundraise for seminarians through
Project St. Patrick. Our motto is friendship, unity, and
Christian charity. Contact David Hart at 843-6709776 or mrbighart@yahoo.com

Boy Scouts: The mission of the Boy Scouts of

America is to prepare young people to make
ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes
by instilling in them the values of the Scout
Oath and Scout Law. Contact Glen
Runnerstrom at 843-412-6651 or
grscreamineagle@att.net.
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Columbiettes: An organization of Catholic women
dedicated to our Patronesses, Blessed Virgin
Mary, St. Theresa the Little Flower & St.
Joan of Arc whose mission is to give service
to its affiliated Knights of Columbus as well
as to the parish & the community through
projects & activities determined by the
membership & its interests & guided by the
precepts of faith, hope & charity. Contact Paula
Griffard at 843-835-8730 or griffard@lowcountry.com

Divine Mercy Prayer Group: To discuss the
Diary of St. Faustina, which is full of her
mystical experiences with Jesus, we do this
in order for us to gain spiritual knowledge
and insights into His Divine Mercy. We
pray together the Chaplet of the Divine
Mercy for ourselves & for all of God’s
people. Contact Emmie Turner 843-8510098 or 843-490-0015, turneremmie@yahoo.com

Eucharistic Knights of Jesus: The purpose of the
Eucharistic Knights of Jesus is to
enter more perfectly into the
mysteries of the first-three
commandments of God, We seek to
adore God, to glorify Him, to worship
Him, to seek His Holy Face, to reach union with Jesus
and to join in the works of Jesus, the works of
Reparation and salvation. We are seeking to be united
with Jesus in His sanctity, holiness, grace, love and
WILL—thus to become Saints! Contact Emmie Turner
843-851-0098 or 843-490-0015,
turneremmie@yahoo.com
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Fall Family Festival: Family
Fun Day– our goal is to bring
our parish family and local
community to a fun filled day
and to raise money to support programs offered by the
parish for parishioners and the community. Contact
Helena at 843-875-5002 Office@StTheresaChurch.com

Girl Scouts Troop 652: To build girls of
courage, confidence, and character, within
our community, who make the world a
better place. Contact Carolyn Gardner at
843-864-4000 or gardnercjc@gmail.com

Health Ministry: To exalt Jesus Christ through a Health
Ministry that promotes health and healing of the whole
person. It is based on the assumption of faith; that we
care for self and others as an expression of God’s love.
Pat McConnell 843-906-2118 or
pmcconnell2000@att.net

Holy Hour of Prayer: Every Friday in the Chapel
following the Daily Mass.

Hospitality: Welcoming new parishioners on the 1st
Sunday after 8:15 and 10:45 am Masses, Organize
RCIA reception on Holy Saturday, Organize
brunch for catechists and looking for more ideas to
make our parish warm and welcoming. Contact
Pat Wolter 703-507-6197 or
SimplePages46@gmail.com
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Knights of Columbus: Catholic gentlemen committed to
the exemplification of charity, unity, fraternity,
patriotism, and defense of the priesthood. The Order is
consecrated to the Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Order is unequivocal in its loyalty to
the Pope, the Vicar of Christ on earth. It
is firmly committed to the protection of
human life, from conception to natural
death, and to the preservation and
defense of the family. Contact Tom
DeMars 843-437-1021 tvdemars@icloud.com or Tony
Panek 843-330-5449 tjspanek@aol.com

Money Counters/Office Volunteers: Volunteers who
assist with parish administration. Money Counters
come in weekly to sort & count the weekend offerings.
Office volunteers assist with administrative tasks as
needed by staff. Contact the office for more
information.

Msgr.’s Bible Study: Wednesday
Mornings 10:30—11:30am
(September—May) Taught by
Monsignor Edward Lofton.

Nursery: To provide a safe and caring environment for
children six and under during the
children’s Mass to allow the parents to
fully participate and enjoy the beauty of
Mass. To volunteer, contact Sandy
Boissonneault during the 10:45 Mass in
the Nursery.
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Prayer Chain: A group of parishioners who pray for one
another, family members, and friends who are in need
of prayer. To become part of this group or to request
prayers, contact Geralyn Demas at 843-873-0869 or
geridemas@yahoo.com

Prayer for Priests/Rosary: Exposition of the
Holy Eucharist each Wednesday at 7:00pm.

Prayer Shawl Ministry: This ministry
offers tangible evidence to those for
whom we are praying. Whether they
are called Prayer Shawls, Comfort
Shawls, Peace Shawls, or Mantles,
etc., the shawl maker begins with
prayers and blessings for the recipient. The intentions
are continued throughout the creation of the shawl.
Upon completion, a final blessing is offered before the
shawl is sent on its way. Some recipients have
continued the kindness by making a shawl and passing
it onto someone in need. Thus, the blessing ripples
from person-to-person, with both the giver and receiver
feeling the unconditional embrace of a sheltering,
mothering God! Contact Deb Mathey 843- 879-2244 or
spitfiremathey@gmail.com.

The Little Reparators and Adorers of Jesus:
Purpose is to do Holy Hours of Reparation and
Adoration by rending of a special
homage of respect and love to the Most
Holy Face of Jesus, veiled in the Most
Blessed Sacrament. We understand that
Jesus is the only person who could &
did pay the price of our sins. We join
our imperfect prayers to His for the continued salvation
of the whole world. Contact Emmie Turner 843-8510098 or 843-490-0015 or turneremmie@yahoo.com.
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Retreats: Annual Parish weekend retreats offer relaxation
& renewal. It is a special opportunity to explore the
richness of our Catholic faith and return home with a
renewed inner strength and greater appreciation of
God’s presence in our daily lives. The retreat typically
begins at 7:45am Saturday and draws to a close
around noon on Sunday.
Women’s Retreat contact: Annette Wiley 843-3670790 or annettewiley29@gmail.com
Men’s Retreat contact: Tim Jiannuzzi 843-514-3246
or TimJiannuzzi@gmail.com.

Secular Carmelites: The object of the Third
Order Secular Carmelites of the Blessed
Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel, of the Holy
Mother Teresa of Jesus, and of St. John of
the Cross is to seek the Holy Face of God.
We seek to give glory to God by means of
prayers and by endeavoring to live a life of close union
with God. The Order is an association of persons who,
though living in the world, desire to aim at Christian
perfection in the way most suitable to their state in life,
according to the spirit and under the direction of the
Order of Discalced Carmelites, under the protection of
the august Queen of Carmel, and in imitation of the
many saints whose virtues have adorned her venerable
Order. Contact Emmie Turner 843-851-0098 or 843490-0015 or turneremmie@yahoo.com.

Seniors/Retirees: Our mission is to provide an
opportunity for our Seniors to come together and meet.
It is a good venue to inform the Seniors that we are a
vital part of St. Theresa parish. It is a way to create
our own social network. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of
the month from September to May, in the hall from
11:30am untill… We gather for lunch, play games,
sometimes have speakers or other entertainment. All
are invited and welcome to join us for a fun and
relaxing time. Contact Jo Kupstas 843-871-6481 or
jmkupstas@bellsouth.net
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St. Vincent de Paul Society: A Catholic
lay organization where men and women
join together to grow spiritually by
offering person-to-person service to those
who are in need and suffering in the
tradition of its founder, Blessed Frederic
Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul. Contact
Betty Hennessey 843-727-1933 or
bettyhennessey@bellsouth.net

Trident Area Citizens for Life: Right-to-life
organization devoted to restoring legal personhood to
the unborn and to protecting innocent human life by
eliminating abortion, infanticide, and euthanasia from
our society. Join us for Holy Hour in the Chapel every
3rd Monday of the month. For more information
contact Pat McConnell 843-906-2118 or
pmcconnell2000@att.net

Women’s Guild: A Women’s organization
in which women form relationships
with other women, to support and pray
for each other, and work together to serve God through
service to the parish community. Meetings are
monthly, August to April, on the 3rd Monday at
10:15am in the hall. Contact Peggy Diewald 843-7711042 or peggy@thediewalds.net

Yard Sale: Each spring we give you the opportunity to
clean out your home &
St. Theresa Church
garage by contributing your
unused treasures to the
parish yard sale. Our
8am-2pm
coordinator is Darla Miller
at 724-678-3622 or
millerdarla@gmail.com. We will take just about
anything that is gently used, with the exception of
televisions, computers, monitors & clothing of any type.
Join us to price during the days leading up to the sale,
or to pick up larger items for us if you have a truck or a
trailer. Come volunteer the day of or just shop.
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Website Information
www.StTheresaChurch.com— Where you
will find Information on our ministries,
upcoming events, Msgr’s homilies, and
Online Giving.
Facebook: St. Theresa the Little Flower
Catholic Church.
Flocknotes: text “littleflower” to 84576 or
sign-up at www.flocknote.com/ thelittle
flower.

Parish App:

Online Giving:
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O God,
Help us fulfill our mission at
St. Theresa the Little Flower parish.
Center our lives on the Word of God
in liturgy, in
sacred scripture, in the
sacraments and in union with the
whole Church. You have blessed us in
the past. Help us now to prepare for
the future by our gifts and sacrifices.
Let the work of our hands prosper, O
Lord, and may Your kindness be upon
us who place our hope in You. We
ask You this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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